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Jrue believen

" mark. (During another talk at his
Georgetown home, his large ges-

with a mild smile, quick-frozen on
his ruddy profile. A grand day in

oL es, it was one of those l&plc
moments-of-a-fine-lifetime  for
Joe Blatehford: the Presidant

-arose and smiled at him across
“the magnificent, blue and gold
carpeted office. The President
was in a congratulatory mood. Joe
Blatchford had trudged past the
inquisition of Henry Kissinger,
past the patient questioning of
Secretary of State William Rog-
ers, past the quiet checks of J.
Edgar Hoover’s agents. He had
trudged up from the false glam-
our of life as a tennis bum, up
from the shoe-string economies of
runnmg a private miniature
Peace Corps (named ACCION) in
Latin America, up from defeat as
a 1968 congressional candidate i in

- Los Angeles. He had for years’

impressed the President’s good
friend, Don Kendall, head of
Pepsi Cola. And now the Presi-
dent was telling Joe Blatchford
that the mantle of leader ghip of
the real Peace Corps was to be
conferred on him,

Joe Blatchford stood agog in
the Executive office: “It’s really
awesome,”he says. . . "when you
‘walk into the room you expect or-
gans; you can’t think.” Later, he
was more at ease when the Presi-
dent announced his appointment
in an outdoor ceremony. A pho-
tographer caught the scene: a
bright May day in 1969, the Presi-

dent, looking exceptionally fit, is

grinning paternally; and Winnie,

Joe's gorgeous wilg, ia sEP Y el

Joe and Joe is accepting the kiss

the Roee Garden then, but grand
days in political Washington have
-a way of being followed by mon-

soons, and quickly.
Joe Blatchford still ha‘s that

often now, according to friends.

The near year and a half that he

has spent administrating down at
Connecticut Avenue has roller-

manding period.

~ Some of the resident Washma-
ton staff, heavily Dechratlc,
have bellowed quite publicly
about the agency’s-“New Direc-
tions.” Congress barely refrained
from gutting the $98 million ap-
propriation. Volunteers have

with anti-war protests. The un-
fortunate Famous Memo, promis-
ing Congress less politicized Vol-
unteers in the future, hit the
press. Lots of people have started
talking of Peace Corps as hope-
lessly outdated. And even the
Director’s office has been occu-
pied by returned Volunteers who
flew the Viet Cong flag out the
window, ]

These and other tribulations
have left Joe Blatchford with a
heightened sense of transcience.

magazine interviewer: “I serve at
the pleasure of the President. . .
times the way they are now, you

‘to be here.” Little chips of sadness

A that wA

AvmAd wanmllmmn SMlab A

smile, but it comes a little less |’

coastered into a co*lfusmg, de-_

embarrassed the administration

Recently he told a Peace Corps,

turing hands momenterily still,
he turnzd to his wife, and said “1
may be talking myself out of a
job.”)

Still, a near-feverish optimism
generally continues to course
through Joe Blatchford’s talk.
And well it might: his whole life,

~his whole philosophy has been
‘built on hopes for the futire, for
‘achiovement; and those hopes
have brought him a long way
from the boring life of a disgrun-
" tled Berkeley law student. Not for
nothing was Joe Blatchford

raised as a Christian Scientist.

“Not for nothing doss he still be-
lieve “in the perfectability of’
man.” That may sound suspi-
' ciously like the “raised on Whea-
ties” shallowness some liberal
" columnists have been’ trgmgdto
n square-jawed, inch-under,
gl?o«;)t %lue e)Jrad Joe Blatch-
ford. Put Joe Blatchford is, if
anything, a mixed man. Even
“long-time friends still seem a lit-
tle mystified by the various facets

of his character. He is endowed

with all the attributes that a cer-
tain type of Republican legislator
brings to Washmgton the whiff
of the jock (schoolboy tennis
champ) and of Big DBusiness
(backed by mogul Kendall); the

liam James) and of the frat man
(Phi Psi) with even a bit of the

sBDE04MIY0A T CRRIPIS-HIIEER

'}BO‘R)‘b’f\%&}Bﬁr!‘Can thrown in. (nght

puntimyed

trace of the idealist (big on Wil- -
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Remember Gen. Nguyen Ngoe “Laughing Larry™ Loan, the I 'S ‘ ) —
Saigon police chivf wiho, during last ycar's Tet offensive, T '\'“"',‘f“*g“"*‘&) SosepN .
murdered a Vietnamese civilian before TV cameras? Loaais now = ° O e b Aeemricads Con
receiving plush medical treatment at American taxpaycrs’ expense D e 4 S, ;
in \\.'ashim:ton‘s Walter Reed Army hospital-private room,’ T o Cowm w-\.uv\.'.'\-\i Qooperlion
individual attenduats and all the trinunings~{or wounds inflicted T T T . Ot ey :
by a neac-miss of an NLF rocket. Co Lo e . S W TR TS oS
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What a wide spectrum of white intellectuals still have not - ) T A e

learned was quickly understood by leading black Arcrican ’
“writers who forced the old ClA-fronting International Association’s ] o
for Culiural Freedom to call off a conference last month. The [~ »: | N Sl . .
IACF, which has changed its name (from Congress for Cultural v ... v e e :
Freedom) claims it is now financed by the Ford Foundation. Tt %+ . L e . ’
has been desperately trying to rebuild its inuge, shattered when itl -, . T S
was foreed to admit what radicals in the 50s had charged: thatit ="~ 7! s
was the CIA's major cultural weapon in the cold war. It captured’
more than 100 white intellectuals for a meeting at Princeton last T i
December., Co o o _ ‘ . -
But when black writers including Harold Cruse, John Oliver .~
Killens, LeRoi Jones and Samuel Allen, were invited to. -
participate in an international black writers’ conference at Fisk .. - 00 el g
University, the quantity and quality of their response forced the, * ot
IACF to canccl the meeting. They rcjected the conference :
‘because of the sponsors’ CIA associations and the. . - . e L
inappropriateness of  white ‘sponsorship, The last-minute o ;
cancellation found a handful of African writers alrcady arrived in, oy oL
the U.S., among whom was Lewis Nkosi of the Ugandan jourmaly-. - B
Transition, which was-financed by the CIA through the IACF .- Lo
(Washington Line, Feb, 15). . =7 L Aanhry denitua ] T e
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“ YWhen the Peace Corps was started by, President Kennedy, its

liberal supporters were frequently stung by third-world charges _
that it was a new type of CIA cffort, mixing young idealists and T
trained espionage agents. Dy now, howevet, the CIA clearly has\/‘ S
the upper hand: the new Peace Corps dircetor is Joe Blatchford, V © .., [ 1 oo
whose connections with “The Firm' were openly acknowledged ! R
by former Peace Corps director Sargent Shriver, . R
. Peace Corps voluntcers in Venczuela were warncd several years ¥ e
ago to stay away from Accion, a Latin American wself-help™: 7T o e
group financed by the AFL-CIO’s American Instilute for Free. R
. Labor Development and the Donner Foundation, Bothwere ClAT . - . -7 o R S ‘ S
‘fronts, and ch“Bmchford was Acgion’s exceutive dircct'or. o AR e RS
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is0scow Smears Blatehierd

Sitting in his office on a reecent Sunday afternoon,

Peace Corps Director Joseph Blatchford became grcally
amused as e began lo pore. .
over a radio report from
Moscow on his recent trip
to Alrica. Moscow acknowl-
cdged  that Blatchford was.
“‘sociable and well-mannered
and creates a very good im-
pression.'  What is more, he [.' .
is a Negro [a fact that is news { E

to both Blatchford and his [ ]
parenis).” In the opinion of &
those who appointed him Peace BLATCHFORD
Corps dircctor, Moscow blithely weat on, *‘thiscannot
but appcal to Alricans.”

The Sovicts then got down to scrious busmcss.
While Blatchford is both a **gentleman and a humanist,’
said Moscow, he is also *'a hard-corc spy from the

CIA with more than [0 yecars' scmoruy (also acws ' -

to the Pcace Corps dircctor).

Back in 1960, the radio report continued, he came
“out with the initiative, not his owa, of course, but .

that of CIA, to set up a kind of organization of

volunteers for working in the countrics of that contie

neat.

*'This organization was to take up thc problem’ of

housing and liquidating slums. It was called in fact
*Accion.’

lcagucs A’ v

.Thieves and robbers were recruited by *Accion’ '

to form a gang for tailing progrcsswc pohucnans.
intimidating them, and somclimes removmg thcm
physically. . . .

**No doubt Joe Blatchford in hts new role will try
to mold banditism in Africa in a form favorable for- =
CIA.

Therefore, it is not surprising that he is
planning to visit those African countrics where lhc
declasse clements arc al their highests o o 4

“Actually, Washington has chosca & suitable leader

for the Peace Corps—a paid agent of CIA and a
specialist in political blackmail and assassination. Who

Approved For Release 2004/11/01 : _C|A-RDP88-01315'Rdo'6100230001-1

But .how did Joe Blatchford and his col-

could bc bcucr- as a lcadcr of thc Co:psmcn’l"; s
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On \ Pecc e Ceep o<
Those who Know the new Peace Corps direcior -
are chuckling at  Moscow’ furious

L Ove $

p ot

3 blast.
\ . Blatchford, in fact, is not a Ncgro nor has ke \/

ever been a member of the CIA., While head
of “Accion,” DBlatchford, morcover, scrupulously
avoided taking funds from any foundation that
appearcd to be even remotely connected with the
CIA. "

Moscow's real reason for assailing the new Peace
Corps dircctor, say knowledgeable anti-Communisis,
is that Blatchford built Accion mlo an cficctive
¢ sclf-help program for Latin American’ slum dwellers
.which radiated much good will for the United States,
Somc Latin obscrvers have even rcfcrrcd 1o Accion
~as  “‘preventive anti-communism.’’ Fearing that
‘.Blatchford will turn the Pcace Corps into an equally
effective organization, Moscow. has apparcmly dccadcd
aq smear hsm wuh its m:ghty mud gun. : '
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¢y Contrary to rumors and gpeculation running |-

' wildly throughout the Capitol, Peace Corps Director

v Joseph Bialchiora nhad absolutely no ties with the \/

Contral Intclligence Apency when he was running

a private, self-help groud in Latin America called : .

Accion. Even the liberal Now York Post, which
" did an elaborate analysis of Accion's fundingeariier

‘- 4his year, found. that CIA money did not bankroll R
 Blatchford's organization. R / S
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June 3, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. GOODWIN

t

The original of the attached letter from
Elizabeth Bell expressing her concern over allegations
by Drew Pearson of CIA ties by Peace Corps Director
Blatchford was routed to me for handling.

I returned it to the NSC Secretariat, expressing
the view that it will be far better to have either
Mr. Blatchford or someone on the White House Staff to
respond to this letter rather than the CIA. Therefore,
I am sending this along purely for information purposes.

As you undoubtedly saw, Mr. Blatchford denied
Pearson's allegations and Pearson subsequently issued
a retraction.

Attachment
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New Dreshs

Mavhe the accent wis more Culifor- oping country. Stateside training aver-
pian than Neunedy, bt certainly new ages only twelve weeks, and many vol-
_‘L’\~\-.w“\‘.§3\.';).~: divector jn:x'oph‘111;11(:1}fox'd unteers feel that the fivst half of their
rad adl tad _.\;c;\v Vrontier vigor. There two-year hitch is nothing more than an
ne }}'ilS—]lm'm-\'i\'li‘l(‘d W"‘Ci tusled hair, “orientation period. And Blatehiord him-
pnb.lc-rcn‘.lmns nien and ;1ll—]umm{ng; self admits that onc of the original gon]s
o a l\\'g-day visit to Tran everything. may be out of date: “We have already
::jo:‘n 1‘~.1cc1'.mgs l\\'1‘:1\ toplgovcm‘mcnt olli- proved that Americans are good guys
v W ons bull sessions with young 'and that Peace Corps service has cduca-
Doace Lowps ‘,"’h““.w""s' Aud, beyond tional value for the vol. - - Id's time
doubt, vigor paid ol lran's Shaly, & long- to move on to other things.
finlc supporter of the Peace Corps i('E‘C*Ill,‘ These “other things” that Blatchford
4.-.}1.\0:1 01\(15\1..\.1.\.\.51‘C;\1132 \.\"uh_ lZl;\lclx.f)ld‘nppm-cnl]y has in mind stem quite divect-
about the possibilily of erealing an Intor- 1y from his own expericnce. Blatchiord
national Peace Corps. And with equal .was at the cutting edge of a new, socially

cummwn:"‘;‘ _Codolh-ir‘a';‘.t’o Lot
in hner lodiona
C""‘A’ "7-03- P~€,~¢I¢-<; Corp S

zest, Prime Minisler Amir Abbas IHovey- conscions gencralion when in 1960 he /

da asked for more volunteers_to rein-i founded ACCION, a private volunteer

C e A O e : L : o i : . N

tO\C:’ the 230 ...1%_.\4y’h’(,x'vmg in Iran. organization dedicated to  Improving, .
All s Gemiéitlichkeit, however, was slum communitics in Latin Amcrica, But

scas  toury @ Peace Corps director—a nalists pcs.',ng ACCION (some of whose
twasweek wip that took him through funds allegedly came from the CIA) as a
Nenya, Libye and Tran, Blatchford, who “privately financed Peace Corps.” e
At 54 is President Nixon’s youngest agen-. wanted it made perfectly clear that
¢y head, is {ond of saying that the Peace ACCGION provided technically trained
Corps a3 MOW “reached puberty.” But'personnel and not the Yiberal-arts grad-
e former collegiate tennis champ from uates who have traditionally been the
UCLA is quickly learning that in 1969, 'backbone of the Peace Corps. . .
Tarkington-like adolescences are rarer Blatchford’s Delief in technical profi-*
Qi rumble seats. From Kenya, after a ciency as the essence of effcctive volun-
swing  thvough  the countryside with .teer work abroad scems likely to lead to
Bk chiord, NuWSWEEK'S Sanford Ungar an intensified effort on the part of the '
filed this report: Peace Corps to recruit blue-collar workers
; and middle-carcor people with families.

No cheering  crowds lined Joseph Mecantime, it is also leading to somo un-
Biachiord's route. Kenya's President happiness among older Peace Corps offi-
o Keayatta dicn’t: even receive his cials. As one disgruntled senjor staff
distinguished guest—although an audi- member said recently: “Blatchford’s in-
ence had been requested. And the local clination is to have some sort of economic
papers took litle notice of Blatchford’s impact. But the minute you get into this,
four-day visit to this East African country you fall into the old problem. How do
that the Peace Corps considers.one of its you measure such impact? t’s simply arro-
great success stories. gant to think you can measure,”

This unspeciacular reception was no Research: Blatchford is not so sure. At
accident, for jolm T. Kennedy's once_his instigation, ten “ask forces” have
widely apphaided brainchild I increas- been established to investigate new di-,
ingly vegarucd. in Afvica as a mixed rections for the Pcace Corps, and a man-
blessing, and in several countries is no agement-consultant firm is being called in
lorger welcome at all Gabon and Mau- to help streamline the Washington office. X
sitaria have swopped accepting volun-  All this, inevitably, has sent rumors
teers. Anc Tunzania, the fivst African wicocheting through the dingy corvidors:
couniry to accept Xeace Corps aid, is lof Peacc Corps headquarters a black

less than typica! of Blatchford’s first over- even then he took umbrage when jour- \/

Cagy

mow down to eight volunteors—all of from the White ITousc. To old hands, the
‘whom will be gone by September. most ominous possibilily is that the Peace

xcle: Some of the corps troubles ‘Corps—always the most independent of,
may have been inevitable,. for the role of Tederal agencies—will become a juniort
an American organization in an increas- ‘partner of the Agency for International
ingly nationalistic Afvica is not an easy Development. And such fears were not
one. In ey cases, African ollicials laid to rest when the State Department,
charge thut Maace Corps projects are not recently ordered a study made lo deters’
sufficiently iniegrated with the develop- mine whether there could be more inter-
ment plans of the local government. But change among Yederal agencies abroad.
the most fregueni complaint about the Still, almost cveryone agrees that the:
Peace Corps volunteers s not that they Peace Corps needs some rejuvenation,)
are forcigncys but that they have been and there are those who think that,
M-trained for the rigors of life in a devel- Blatchford’s hardheaded approach is the;
only way to achieve that. :

RIS
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17 Maxr 1969 Evening Star Stocka/Sports ﬁtion D, 1 at bhotto
‘ "New Chief Picked for Peace Corps" Lowpenation i trrvu/

.‘:.a.. . Nabionbd
_Joseph 1. Blatchford, executive direcvor of a privately financed cmum.ty develc:gmc.nt

organization of volunteers working in Los Angeles has been selected to replace Jack Hood

Vaughan as head of the Peace Corps. The nomination 'of the:34 year old Californian is

' 5’; expected to be anncunced shoxtly. .
Blatchford is execublve dlrector oi ACCICN, which is the Spanish word for action and

. B

- means Americans fox Communi*by Cooperatlon in Other Na'bions.”j He has already come tO ‘

Washington ready to step in‘co the Peace Corps direc’corship, ‘gs;goon"las the Senate

N
a.pprovea 'bhe nomina‘bion.

Blatchford ran for Congress from ‘the l"{th Dis’oric‘o of California (Los Angeles County,

 and .lost. Ain Nov.f':l968.'f-' He is"'a.a Repu'blican. | SO-’“*"""‘"

" ash Post
18 Mor 1969

- Californian to Get -
. Peace Corps Post
. Los Angeles Times D
; L,OS ANGELES, March
-17—-Jng Bla;qh ford a.
southern Californian who *
gtarted his own prwntclv
financed ‘‘peace corps,”t
Y- has been sclected by Pres-
“'{dent Nixon to hcarl dhe .
'.'Government s Peace .
T Corps surcecdmg Jack. .
Jood Vaughn. :
. Blatehford, 35, is a for-’
‘mer UCLA ' tennis toam. 4
veaplain and Berkeley Law |,
{School graduate swho last 9,
year ran ior Congmss but o
lost. :

— s 0 Y <
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